EXPOSURE OF TFACTS,

|
Fellow Citizens, and Gentlemen of the Mdical Profession,

Painful as the task is, the necessity f self-defence compels
me to expose a copy of the following leters for public perusal.
The magnanimous and loyal power of th Medical Society, com-
bined with the Professors of the old Cllege, are fearful odds
against one, who is only a medical man mong you, almost pen-
nyless, though not entirely friendless. Ilcall mysell a man, and
as such, have always meant to show myelf; and rather than be
duped, misled, or silently suffer myselfabused by the mighty
men of my professicn, I will sacrifice ny health, my life, my
all, in opposition to such measures. lhave appealed to the
Hon. Society for redress, and as often 1s my documents were
presented, so often have they been menly evaded; not evea
read before the Society, but treated wh silent dignaty. It is
true, the former President filled the chai with dignify ; but was
it not that dignity which many make ue of as a cloak to hide
their ignorance and duplicity ? By somd am met with fawning
treachery, which warns me of the caker in their hearts. 1
placed myself before the Heart of th¢ Medical Society, and
found its feelings adamant to impartial istice. I now look to
another source—the public Heart, whic I trust is not callous to
the touch of humanity. May not the pubc yet learn that arbitrary
and supreme as our Society seems to e, it is only a body of
trustees, and not the sole owners of méical science? Fee sim-
ple may be found in the breasts of suclas make improvements
in medical science for the general goocof community, whether
they be in or out the Society.

Physician to the New-York Infirmary jr diseases of the bowels,
No. 139 Grand street.

P.S. The author considers it unfctunate to be obliged to
publish this statement, against one wh has held an honourable
office in the Medical Society. He fishes not to beat him-
self against the bar of his own cage, sufer the power of passion
to overrule reason, or to injure the stading of Dr. Onderdonk.
As Dr. 0. has not made the least effot to effect reconciliation,
the author hopes the public will excuse him for fulfilling his pro-
mise.
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To Dr. Thomas Cock, President of the Medical Sociely of ihe
; city and county of New-York.

July 26th, 1828..

Dear Sir,—Pleasepxcuse the liberty I take in thus address-
ing you on a subject ol no personal interest to yourself, further.
than it relates to the afduous task of fulfilling the duties of the
office you have aspire|to, as President of the Medical Society
of the city and county £ New-York. It has been my fortune to
be placed in friendly al honourable competition with some of
the medical professionfjustly enjoying eminent degrees, whose
worth and talents I higly respect; and in sueh association and
council I Have felt thieflory of the medical profession. It has

lso been my fortuné t meet the reverse of the profession; and
3}1. Onderdonk, who hid the office 'you now enjoy, is one who
has manifésted his wisom, first by refusing to consult with me
in a case where he w3 sént for expressly by my consent and
approbation, 4nd secoflly, by taking the patient on his own
Hharids and prescribinghen I had been the attending physician
{for several days. Thi{was done in a most ungenerous, ignor-
ant, and insulting mangr, contrary to all medical ethics; and
when called on for an ¢planation, he added insult to injury, by
plumply and falsely deying the charge. After such occurren-
ces, hig conduet towarg me in the Society, at the last meeting,
may be easily accounte| for. It may be thought by many, an
itnproper step in me, teeome before the Society and claim my
right ‘of membership ; ut I was actuated by the necessity of
self-defence on the ocetion, and although I declare frankly that
1 meant t6 advance no [ishonourvable allusions to the Society,
still my disposition towids the President then presiding was not
altogether the most friddly and conciliating, for which I consi-
der I have ample reasg to proclaim—and as in my vi-ws the
step was legal and hondrable, T have no further excus: 0 offer.
Therefore I consideredpyselfa legral member of the Society in-
dependent of its membds and officers, and #s I observed to the
President, I left the Sodety on account of its being improper to
remain while a questionfvas discussing relative to my own situ-
ation, and not because ]thought the Pr-sident or members had
power to deprive me offny seat #c a légal member.  When my
diploma was handed tgthe Oommittia Minora about one year
dgo, they thought prope| not t» recommend me as a member,
and the reasons I underfood were, that I had opened an infirma-.
ry for the cufe of bowelcomplaints, had an interest in a patent
recipe, made an improwment on bathing tubs for the conve-
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hience of families, and published a treatise on bowel complainti;,
{before 1 had the tail of M. D. attached to my name,) in which
1 have recommended my improvement a: a secret remedy in the
cure of bowel complaints, and public adertisments, &c., all of
which they say assumes the character of Quackery, and shall de-
prive me from being a member of the Mdical Society.

Now, dear Sir, if an inquiry be madeinto the conduct of the
profession generally, I would be glad tolearn where the line of
quackery (according to the true significzion of the term) shall
be drawn. It is the object of all who ttend to the practice of
medicine, at least to make a livelihood b7 it ; at ail events, I ne-
ver yet found one who strictly attended > it merely as a source
of pleasure. It is evident to every cand observer, that all am-
bitious practitioners do make an effort i various ways to obtain
the confidence of the public ; and on a cliberate investigation of
facts, do not'a majority of the professiomstoop to the level of the
meanest of their fellow creatures, by pusuing a course of (what
is justly termed by some) privale quaczy? I am one who is
accused of open and public quackery, ad still I feel myself on
a par with, (and guilty no farther tha) the most respectable
and honourable part of my profession. For ten years I have
confined my attention to that branch omedical practice; which
is acknowledged by the profession at l:ge to be the most diffi-
cult to obtain general success, And ecause I have convineed
some that improvements on the comma practice in such cases, .
may be accomplished, they call out quskery. My time dnd my
fortune has been devoted to this subjet. I have opened an in-
firmary for the cure of bowel complaiis on my own plan, and
with my own means, which is approxd by some’ of the most
learned and honourable part of the pifession. I ask, who are
the persons that opened the Eye and br Infirmary,* and the In-

# [ Note by @ member of the Society.] Dr. Cheiman is undoubtedlyprotected
in his sign for the cure of diseases of the eyand ear, because he is or has
been one of the committia minora, and a suzeon of the New-York Hospi-
tal. The difference is, Dr. C. rides underhe sanction of an official sta-
tion, (the charlatan car) with the full approation o fthe Medical Society,
when an individual who may possess muchgreater merits and acquire-
ments, is prohibited the ordinary right of yoclaiming his own merits, the
result of personal and arduous experience. [he medical tribunal to which
be may have recourse should possess and sercise the power to suppress
and disparage the pretended superior skill f opponents whose failures are
the cause, and the only cause of opposition, The physician to the New-
York Infirmary for diseases of the bowels, ias published his theory, prin-
ciples and practice, and dedicated his worl to his medical subscribers and
to the married ladies of the United States. The practice in other infirmd-
ries in this city is concealed from the publc eye. Quere~vwhich i¥ mog
Jdapgerous to community, public or privats quackery?



1o

firmary for diseases of|the lungs 7% And wherein have I acted
more dishonourable to|the profession than those concerned in
these establishments ? [They used their abilities to render their
work popular and be ficial to society, and my exertions are
made for the same purjbses, in my own behalf. I have publish-
ed a work on diseasespf the bowels, and as to the secrecy of
_its contents, remedies ¢ principles, (please accept a copy of it)
I will beg to refer youto pp. 53. 56, 57. 96., and a case 101.
&c., together with the gneral principle of the whole work, de-
signed not so much for fe benefit of physicians and persons re-
siding in cities, as for fmilies distant from correct medical in-
formation and medical escriptions. There have*appeared be«
fore the public some n@spaper puffs in tavour of the merits of
the author; but I know)f none less modest and more in the
superlative form of a pif, than the notice in the Evening Post,
headed, /N York Medal and Physical Journal,” which says,

It ought to recommyd it to the special notice of the faculty.
It has received a powdful addition of editorial talents in the
persons of Doctors A. jmith, T: R. Beck, Stevens, and J. R.
Smith, and presents a colbination of professional talent unsur-
passed by any similar wdk in the Union.”

As to my interest in ajatent recipe sanctioned by the general
government, I conceive je Medical Society has no more right
to investigate this matter,han they have to investigate my interest
in a farm, or will, or any }ing else. This is confined to the busis
ness of the apothecary dablishment, and so long as it does not
interfere with my professinal services as a physician and sur-
geon, the subject is forei§ from the powers of the Medical So-
ciety ; at all events they fve no right to act upon it before they
admit me as 8 member. )n this head I can only be considered
on a par with the inventd of Hull’s Trusses, who has always
retained his seat in the Sdety ; and on the same principle I re-
tained mine in the count|of Monroe, in defiance of all over-
bearing opposition. My kme being attached to an American
invention I consider no.mde disgraceful or dishonourable, than
the names of ‘many of the fofessors of medicine (who hold the
bighest medical honours) Bing attached in the form of certifi-
cates, &c. to most of the iventions, patents, and improvements
which are daily hawked though our country, from east to west
and from north to south. ‘When we look at the jarring state of

#* Have the founders of the hfirmary for diseases of the lungs incurred
the approbation of quackery? Ad was not the present resident physician,
(Dr Manly,) one of them ? Lelphysicians only obtain the countenance of
their masters in the Medical Siciety, and they may then play the guack,
either public or private, withouj molestatior.

-’
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the medical profession in this city, low contemptible does it ap-
pear to every unprejudiced and honst eye! The best of the fa
culty does not escape the maliciow charge of quackery, from
some quarter or other. The friens of the two colleges call
each other quacks and impostors, an every artful, and I had al-
most said, disgraceful means, are usd to build up the one by the
destruction and downfall of the other Those who are attached
to the Medical Society use their utmst to persecute and disgrace
such as do not feel disposed to comly with their wishes and
come under their dominion and corrol; and several of their
most respectable members have whdrawn from the Society
with disgust, and a determination neer again to show their faces
within its walls.

But, dear Sir, I will trespass on yer patience no longer, with
this unpleasant subject. I address yu with wounded feelings,
and a hope that your mind will not  biassed by the prejudices
of others. T have made two honoabie attempts to connect
my:elf to your Society, and am nov aware that the gigantic
power of the Society is collected to wsh me at blow. But I
ask of them no pity. Let envy andealousy rage around me,
conscious of my own innocence, I il myself elevated far be-
yond their reach. - .

Let me close, by informing you th: I was educated in Sche-
nectady, Albany, and Philadelphia, al have practiced medicing
and suigery in this state since 1813, nder as legal, and I trust
honourable a diploma as the state oNew-York has power to
confer. You are at liberty to use th letter either publicly or
privately, in or out of the Society, as yu may think proper, with
my declaration as first stated, of no dhonourable intentions tos
wards yourself or the Society.

Respectfullyrours, &c.
OHN G. VOUGHT:.

Jan. 25th, 1828:
To Dr. Onderdonk,

Dear Sir,—You are a stranger to m, but I can no longer re-
frain from inquiring the reasons why yu refused to consult with
me, on the case of Mr. Peckwell’s chil, on Sunday last. It is
the first uncivil treatment I have met sith by my fellow physi-
cians in the course of 14 years’ pracice, and the injury to my
feelings demands an explanation. - Yours. &ec.

JOHN G. VOJGHT, 139 Grand st.



Feb. 2nd, 1828:
To Dr. Jobn G. Vought, 1{9 Grand st.

Dear Sir,—I received yoy note of 25th ult. at which time I was
much indisposed. I beg nw to say, that I did not * refuse to
consult with you;” and I o sure, had you been present, you
would not have accused m{of uncivil treatment. = There must
he a misunderstanding. Yours, &e.

JOHN ONDERDONK.

Feb, 18th, 1828.
To Dr John Onderdonk,

Dear Sir,—Your answego my note of Jan. 25th, I consider
no apology for your infring@ent upon my rights in the case of
Mr. Peckwell’s child ; butinly a denial of the fact. ¥ou cer-
tainly refused to see me vlen Mr. Peckwell requested to send
for me. The 4th divisionf Medical Ethics, say that, ¢ honour
and justice particularly folid a medical practitioner infringing
upon the rights and privilefs of another, whether he be a native
or stranger settled in the qintry; and no physician is to visit
patient under another’s c@, without informing the attending
physieian.”* In this partplar you have deviated from the gen-
tlemanly conduct of an hojurable practitioner of medicine, and
‘a candid acknowledgmentpf facts is your only apology for re-
conciliation.

You may be informed tit I have been a legal practitioner of
medicine in this state for¢ years, and my character never im-
peached by civil or medic{authority ; and no case of mal pracs
tice can be brought againsne, which is perhaps more than your
honor can say of yourselff I depend on my industry and pro=
fessional talents for my sugort, and am one who never wishes to
injure the feelings of my flow creatures, and ever ready to de-
fend my own rights ; but {all times ready to meet reconciliation
when such is manifestedpy proper acknowledgment. These
are the motives which wi|govern me in this case.

Yours, &c.
JOHN G. VOUGHT.

o Mr. Peckwell acted the ntlemanly part—he consulted Dr. V. about
sending for Dr. Onderdonk. Pr: V. agreed to meet him. Mr, Peckwell
promised to send for Dr. V then Dr. O. came. Mr. P. offered to send
for Dr. V., and Dr. O: refusd to see him, and replied it was of no con=
sequence, that Mrs. Peckwellwould tell him what Dr. V.had done for the
child. Dr. V. remained hont for three hours, (only 2 doors from the pa-
tient) expecting to be sent faf to meet Dr. Onderdonk, till he went to see
the child, and found him undir the prescriptions of Dr. Onderdonk.

1 Pe_zrhaps the Dr. has forgtten the dislocated os huaieri, and his hono-
rary title of M. D. from the Dld College. Has he any other -diploma to
thow for his diguified station in the médical world ?
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: August 28th, 1828,
To Dr. John Onderdonk, Vesey st.

Dear Sir,—I had heretofore receied the advice of some of my
friends, and concluded to take nofurther notice of you; that
your ignorance of the duties and hoours of the medical profes-
sion was a sufficient apology for yur despicable and unlawful
treatment towards me in the case oMr. Peckwell’s child. But
T have lately understood that you re boasting to the medical
gentlemen in this city of turning te out the Medical Society,
and privately accusing me of imperuence for entering the Soci-
ety and claiming my seat as a legal rzmber, This, sir, demands
a public explanation, which shall belone, unless you make such
acknowledgments as are acceptablin my views. If it is your
wish, you shall be accommodated tan exposure of characters.
If you are so ignorant as not to knoithe fact, I now again inform
you, that all legal M-dical societie are open for all classes of'
eitizens, and physicians and studen of medicine are often soli-
¢cited to attend by officers who undettand the gentlemanly duties
of their profession; and furthermo:, that a%l private transac-
tions or caucus meetings are, by thehonourable, deemed acts of
guackery, and repugnant to the libeal character of the medical
profession. You know, sir, that I ft the Society because you
gave your opinion that it was imoper that I should remain
while a question was te be decided :lative to my own case, and
not because I thought you or any oler man had a legal right to
request me to withdraw.* If yourige has not endowed your
mind with eapacity to discern the knour of upright and manly
conduct, and the disgracefulness othe opposite, you have at
least obtained thereby the advantae. Little minds are ever
ambitious of personal prolection, exmpting themselves person-
ally, and prostrating the honour anccredit of the profession to
which they pretend to belong. “Fa Science dawned not on thy
humble birth.” 1 hereafter dcclarenyself your public enemy in
the medical profession. - JOHN G. VOUGHT. *

Since the above was set in type, called on the Secretary of
the Medical Society, (Dr. Graves, for the documents handed
4o them in February last. He paitely answered, that at this
time he was out ¢h- city, and the ecretary pro tem. during his
absence, did nof record any documats relative to Dr. Onder-
donk and miyselt, and that he never laid bis eyes on any thing
written on this subject. This shows that the President secretly
kept the papers from the Society, ir destroyed them. I have
ample pro. f that they were handed to the presiding secretary
by the door keeper. J. G. YOUGHT.

* The above are exact copies, verbatim as near as gould be made out.
The author can prove every transaction, and far more if necessary.
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